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Better Price For Saint Lucia’s Certified Farmers 

SUPER J  IGA  RECONFIRMS SUPPORT FOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAMME  
 
Consolidated Foods Limited (operators of Super J IGA 
and Mega J will continue to guarantee a better price to 
farmers who successfully complete the Farmer 
Certification Programme.  The company gave this 
assurance to the Ministry of Agriculture during a 
ceremony held earlier this month to recognize over 
sixty farmers who successfully completed the latest 
round of the Agricultural Farmer Certification 
Programme.  
 
The Farmer Certification Programme started four years 
ago as a Public-Private sector initiative between the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Consolidated Foods Ltd. and 
the St. Lucia Marketing Board. It was conceptualized 
to strengthen the relationship between producers and 
purchasers, by improving production/marketing 
linkages, better defining market requirements and 
developing production plans to manage the supply of fresh produce.  
 
The farmers who received certificates this month, have joined the over 400 certified 
farmers in the programme to date. Farmers undergo four weeks of training against Good 
Agricultural Practice (GAP) standards on the farm. These standards assure purchasers that 
fruits and vegetables grown domestically meet the highest health and safety standards.  
 
In addressing the certificate presentation ceremony CFL’s Local Perishables Manager 
Dunstan Demille commended farmers for their dedication and commitment to the 
programme.  He said CFL was focused on creating an environment that is supportive of 
agricultural production and development and will continue to work with the Ministry of 
Agriculture in realizing this objective. This, he said, was part of CFL’s strategy of 
championing local products, through mutually beneficial relationships with farmers.  
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Farmers were encouraged to maintain the GAP standards and reminded that incentives 
such as preferential pricing for certified farmers, would only be assured if these standards 
are maintained.�Last year CFL purchased over 2268 metric tonnes (five million pounds) of 
produce from local farmers.  
 
Demille says "Quite apart from boosting the local economy, working with local food 
suppliers is a good idea for many reasons. We have a better indication of the path our food 
takes from origin to the supermarket, we are encouraging agricultural development and 
growth, while giving hope and charting progress for those who work under the certification 
programme.”  
 
Demille commented on the improvements in the supply and quality of fresh produce being 
delivered to CFL’s buying depots by farmers in the programme. The company’s purchasers 
have also been trained in handling and storage of produce after purchase from farmers to 
ensure that the quality, freshness and overall food safety are not compromised post harvest.  
 
As one of the main purchasers of agricultural products on island, CFL is constantly 
focusing on new and exciting ways to help farmers increase and improve production. The 
expanded produce department of CFL’s Mega J, weekly Specials at Super J Supermarkets 
featuring local produce and better merchandising, display and promotion of local produce 
at both Super J’s and Mega J were cited by Demille as some of these.  
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